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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 . (currently amended) A idbthod for storage and retrieval of programs and data 
within a PLC system, the PLC system including a plurality of modules including a memory 
host module including a CPU and memory, at least one option module including a CPU and 
memory, a backplane interconnecting the memory host module and the option module, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

storing in the memo/y of the memory host module an operating program and 
data for the option module; and 

retrieving a first portion of the operating program and data from the memory 
of the memory host module , wherein the first portion corresponds to the option module; 

retaining, by thp memory host module, a remaining portion of the operating 
program and data; and 

transmitting the first portion of the operating program and data to the option 



module. 



2. (currently afnended) A method according to Claim 1 further comprising the 
step of transferring the first portion of the operating program and data for the option module 
from the memory of tip memory host module to the option module memory via the 
backplane. 

3. (current!]/ amended) A method according to Claim 1 further comprising the 
step of transferring the nrst portion of the operating program and data for the option module 



from the memory of tin 



4. (current 
host module is furthe* 
comprising the step oi 
option module from a i 
the option module via 



5. (origin 
further configured with 



option module to the memory host module via the backplane. 



y amended) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
configured with an external device interface, said method further 
transferring the first portion of the operating program and data for the 
external device, through the memory host module, to the memory of 
the backplane. 



) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory host module is 
an external device interface, said method further comprising the step 
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of transferring the operating program anq data for the option module from an external device 
to the memory of the memory host module via the external device interface. 

6. (currently amended) ^method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module further configured with fn interface to an external device, said method further 
comprising the step of transferring thi first portion of the operating program and data for the 
option module from the option module through the memory host module via the backplane, 
to an external device. 

7. (currently amended^) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module further configured/ with an external device interface, said method further 
comprising the step of transferring the operating program and data for the option module 
from the memory of the memo/y host module to an external device via the external device 
interface. 

8. (currently amefided) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module further configured with an external device interface, the at least one option 
module further configured with an external device interface, said method further comprising 
the step of transferring tha first portion of the operating program and data for the option 
module from the memory of the memory host module to the memory of the option module 
via the external device interfaces. 

9. (currently /amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the memory 
host module further configured with an external device interface, the at least one option 
module further configured with an external device interface, said method further comprising 
the step of transferring! the first portion of the operating program and data for the option 
module from the memcfry of the option module to the memory of the memory host module 
via the external device interfaces. 



10. (current 
(PLC) system, the system 
module memory, said 
and a backplane interface 



y amended) A memory host for a programmable logic controller 
comprising at least one option module further comprising an option 
■nemory host comprising a memory, a central processing unit (CPU), 
t, said memory host configured to: 



store an 



module; and 



operating program and data in said memory for the at least one option 
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retrieve a first portion of the operating program and data from said memory; 
wherein the first portion corresponds to said/option module; 

retain a remaining portion of the operating program and data; and 



transmit the first portion (of the operating program and data to the option 



module. 



11. (currently amended) A3 memory host in accordance with Claim 10 further 
configured to selectively transfer the fifrst portion of the operating program and data stored in 
said memory to the option module memory via said backplane interface. 

12. (currently amended) /A memory host in accordance with Claim 10 further 
configured to automatically transfer/the first portion of the operating program and data stored 
in said memory to the option module memory via said backplane interface. 

13. (currently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 10 further 
configured with means to transfer/the first portion of the operating program and data stored in 
said memory to the option moduljb memory via said backplane interface. 

14. (currently amended) A memory host in accordance, with Claim 10 further 
configured to retrieve the first/ portion of the operating program and data from the option 
module memory via said backplane interface for storage in said memory. 

15. (currently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 10 further 
configured with means to retrieve the first portion of the operating program and data from the 
option module memory via said backplane interface for storage in said memory. 

16. (currently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 10 further 
comprising an external device interface adapted to be connected to an external device, and 
further configured to transfer the operating pro grams pro gram and data from the external 
device to said memory via said external interface device. 



17. (currently 



configured to transfer the 



tended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 16 wherein 



said external device interfa ;e is a serial interface. 



18. (currently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 16 further 



irst portion of the operating program and data from the external 
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device I via the external interface device to the option module memory via said backplane 
interfac 

19. (currently amendVl) A memory host in accordance with Claim 16 further 
configured to transfer the operamn Qpro grams program and data from the external device via 
the external interface device to said njemory. 

20. (currently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 16 further 
configured to transfer/the first portion of the operating program and data from the option 
module memory via ^aid backplane interface to the external device via the external interface 
device. 

21. (origijial) A memory host in accordance with Claim 16 further configured to 
transfer the operating program and data from said memory to the external device via the 
external interface deyice. 

22. (currently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 16 further 
configured to transfer th e transfer a second portion of the operating program and data from 
the memory via thel external device interface to an option module that further comprises an 
external interface d< rvice. 

23. (cunently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim 16 further 
configured to traasi er4he transfer a second portion of the operating program and data from an 



option module that 



comprises flash mei 



further comprises an external interface device to said memory via the 



external interface device 



24. (orig nal) A memory host in accordance with Claim 10 wherein said memory 



ory. 



25. (new) A method for storage and retrieval of programs and data within a 
programmable logic controller (PLC) system, the PLC system including a plurality of 
modules including a first module having a CPU and memory, a second module having a CPU 
and a memory, and a backplane interconnecting the first module and the second module, said 
method comprising the steps of: 



receiving, by the first module, a first set of operating program and data and a second 
set of operating program and data, wherein the first set of operating program and data 
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corresponds to the first module and the second set of operating program and data corresponds 
to the second module; 

retaining, by the first module, the first set of operating program and data; and 

transmitting the second set of operating program and data to the second module. 

26. (new) A method in accordance with Claim 25 wherein the PLC system 
includes a third module having a CPU and a memory, and the backplane interconnecting the 
first, second, and third modules, said method comprising: 

receiving, by the first module, a third set of operating program and data; and 

transmitting the third set of operating program and data from the first module to the 
third module. 

27. (new) A method in accordance with Claim 25 wherein a removable memory 
is operationally coupled to the first moduDejthe removable memory having the first and 
second sets of operating program and data,um& said receiving the first and second sets of ; - v 
operating program and data comprises transferring the first and second sets of operating ; h vi 
program and data from the removable memory to the memory of the first module. : : ^ 

28. (new) A method in accordance with Claim 25 wherein the first module 
includes a serial interface and said receiving the first and second sets of operating program 
and data comprises transferring the first and second sets of operating program and data via 
the serial interface to the first module. 

29. (new) A method in accordance with Claim 25 wherein the first module 
includes a modem operationally coupled to a network and said receiving the first and second 
sets of operating program and data comprises obtaining, via the network and the modem, the 
first and second sets of operating program and data. 

30. (new) A memory host for a programmable logic controller (PLC) system, said 
PLC system including a plurality of modules including a first module having a CPU and 
memory, a second module having a CPU and a memory, and a backplane interconnecting 
said first module and said second module, said first module configured to: 
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receive a first set of operating program and data and a second set of operating 
program and data, wherein the first set of operating program and data corresponds to said first 
module and the second set of operating program and data corresponds to said second module; 

retain the first set of operating program and data; and 

transmit the second set of operating program and data to said second module. 

31. (new) A memory host in accordance with Claim 30 wherein said PLC system 
further includes a third module having a CPU and a memory, said backplane interconnecting 
said first, second, and third modules, said first module configured to: 

receive a third set of operating program and data; and 

transmit the third set of operating program and data to said third module. 

32. (new) A memor^Jiost in accordance with Claim 30 wherein a removable 
memory is operationally coupled tVsaid first module, said removable memory having the 

first and second sets of operating program and data therein, wherein to receive the first and . - 
second sets:of operating program and Mata said first module configured to obtain the first and* 
second sets of operating program and data from said removable memory. 

33. (new) A memory host in accordance with Claim 30 wherein said first module 
includes a serial interface, to receive the first and second sets of operating program and data 
said first module configured to obtain the first and second sets of operating program and data 
via said serial interface. 

34. (new) A memory host in accordance with Claim 30 wherein said first module 
includes a modem operationally coupled to a network, to receive the first and second sets of 
operating program and data, said first module configured to obtain, via said network and said 
modem, the first and second sets of operating program and data. 
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